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A2 RS UNIT 3 (OPTION E)

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 192 19.3 6.3 30 64.4 86.1
2 31 16.1 5.2 30 53.7 13.9
3 144 19.1 5.8 30 63.7 64.6
4 88 15.7 6.5 30 52.4 39.5
5 86 17.7 6.4 30 59 38.6
6 125 19.4 5.6 30 64.5 56
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A2 RS UNIT 3 (OPTION E) 

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors  
 


Band 
 
 


(marks) 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Section A questions      30 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 


5 
 
 


 
 
(25-30 
marks) 


 


 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where 
applicable). 


 An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 


4 
 
 
 


(19-24 
marks) 


 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where 
applicable). 


 A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 


3 
 
 
 


(13-18 
marks) 


 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where 
applicable). 


 A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
2 
 
 
 
 


(7-12 
marks) 


 


 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where 
applicable) 


 A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 


1 
 


 
 


(1-6 
marks) 


 


 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and examples. 


 Little  or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where 
applicable) 


 Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 
 


N.B. A maximum of 3 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


 'knowledge in isolation'. 


0  No relevant information. 
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GCE A LEVEL (NEW) 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES 


 
SUMMER 2018 MARK SCHEME 


 
Unit 3 Option E - A Study of Hinduism 


 
To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 


 
Section A  


 
1. Examine Gandhi’s contribution to Hinduism. [AO1 30] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant responses 
will be credited. 


 


 Although Gandhi was influenced to an extent by Eastern and Western ideas one 
of his main contributions was that he sought Indian answers to Indian problems. 
This influenced his interpretation of Hinduism in terms of varnashramadharma. 


 Gandhi was a universalist and his Hinduism contains inspirations from a number 
of different sources which he used in new and dynamic ways. These included 
Christian and Jainian sources. 


 He emphasised the importance of the Bhagavad Gita especially Krishna’s 
emphasis on bhakti marga – working for a better world and offering the karmic 
fruits of that work to God. Gandhi interpreted the Gita in an allegorical way and 
that is why it was not contrary to his pacifism. The battle is not external but 
internal, within each person and the enemy is individual greed and self-interest.  


 He developed the Hindu concept of ahimsa.literally meaning non-violence. 
Gandhi not only believed in ahimsa as a religious concept but extended its role 
into the political field. He was influenced by Jesus’ teaching on agape – divine 
love. Gandhi believed that ahimsa was not a passive context merely doing no 
harm but an active one which meant that it was a duty to oppose and overthrow 
evil using peaceful means. 


 He further expanded the concept of ahimsa with his teaching on satyagraha that 
truth has an inherent force. Those who speak or act the truth have strength and 
authority because they are being truthful. Ahimsa and satyagraha are linked 
because truth would lose the moral high ground if it degenerated into violence. 


 Gandhi’s interpretation of the ashramas in terms of brahmacharya and 
aparigraha is a development of Hinduism. He emphasised the simple, selfless 
existence based upon what a person needs and not what they want.  


 He also emphasised the importance of reading sacred texts especially the 
Bhagavad Gita in order to advance along the spiritual path. He also believed in 
the merits of education as a means to develop the best in each individual. 


 As a universalist he respected and valued all religions and believed passionately 
that India should continue its long history of diversity in religious ideas rather than 
splitting along religious lines. This is why he was so opposed to partition and 
what ultimately cost him his life. 


 He also criticised the caste system. He did not wish to eradicate the varna 
system but to ensure that the Dalits were included within the system.  


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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Sticky Note

Good concise introduction referring to some of Gandhi's main contributions.



Sticky Note

This needs to be more closely related to the question which focuses on his contribution to Hinduism.



Sticky Note

Good knowledge and understanding supported by a relevant quote. 
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Sticky Note

This could have been developed further by discussing in more detail his attitude towards varna. 



Sticky Note

Valid and relevant knowledge showing good understanding. Good reference to source of authority.
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Sticky Note

The answer is given B4 - 22. There is accurate and relevant knowledge which answers the specific demands of the question set. There is also good use of evidence and examples.
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Unit 3 Option E – A Study of Hinduism 


Section A questions test your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


Section B questions test your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


Section A


Answer one question from this section.


Either,


[30]1. Examine Gandhi’s contribution to Hinduism.


END OF PAPER


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Section B questions   30 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


 
 


(25-30 
marks) 


 


 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in context. 


 Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied (within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Thorough and accurate  use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 


4 
 


 


 
(19-24 
marks) 


 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 


 Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 
(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 


 


3 
 


 


 
(13-18 


marks) 


 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been addressed. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context. 


 Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 


(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 


2 
 


 


 
(7-12 


marks) 


 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are  identified and partially addressed. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason and/or evidence. 


 Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought, appropriately and in context. 


 Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 
(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Some mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 


1 
 


 


 
(1-6 


marks) 


 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 


 Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 


(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication.  
 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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Section B 


 


3. ‘Feminism has little influence on Hinduism.’  
 
 Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points should 
be credited.  


 


 Candidates may begin by defining feminism - the advocacy of women's rights on 
the ground of the equality of the sexes. 


 There may be reference to the ‘starting point’ – i.e. the status /role of women 
before feminism made any impact and a definition of ‘feminism’ in this context. 
Given the diversity within Hinduism, expect reference to different traditions and 
contexts. Hindu texts present diverse and conflicting views on the position of 
women, ranging from feminine leadership as the highest goddess to limiting her 
role to an obedient daughter, housewife and mother. The Devi Sukta hymn 
of Rigveda, a scripture of Hinduism, declares the feminine energy as the essence 
of the universe. Manusmriti asserts that "as a girl, she should obey and seek 
protection of her father, as a young woman her husband, and as a widow her 
son." In other sections, the same text asserts that "women must be honored and 
adorned", and "where women are revered, there the gods rejoice; but where they 
are not, no sacred rite bears any fruit".  


 Many would argue that Hinduism has always given women an honoured place – 
the only religion to do so. This is reflected in the concept of shakti and in the 
influence of the goddess in Hinduism. 


  It may be argued that traditional views of status of women within marriage being 
challenged, but it is difficult to attribute that to a feminist approach to Hinduism – 
may be cultural change being brought about under influence of western values.  


 However many would argue that feminism has had a profound influence on 
Hinduism. Early phases of feminism challenged the practice of sati – successful 
over time; India has passed laws to address disadvantages of women in Hindu 
society such the Hindu Succession Act 1956 giving right to equal inheritance from 
parents. There are state level female education programs designed to change 
attitudes towards women. 


  Much of the work of the Manushi organisation involves ensuring that women get 
the rights given to them by law and its success may be evaluated.  


 Scholarly assessments point to achievements ‘on paper’ but recognise that many 
issues still remain – including gender selective abortion; there may be reference 
to the role/status of female gurus. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 












2 11111111111111 
8702 



 

Sticky Note

Introduction needed to present the issue being discussed. This is a statement which gives a general unsupported view.



 

Sticky Note

There are valid points made and an attempt to support them with evidence. However the quotations used are not always given in context and no reference is made to which source of authority they come from.



 

Sticky Note

Where is the evidence to support this and how is it linked to the question set?
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Sticky Note

The answer is discussing the way women are viewed and treated within India and not always within the religion of Hinduism. There is also very little reference to feminism.
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Sticky Note

The candidate has attempted to show how women are treated in Hinduism. Although these arguments could be valid they are not always presented within the context of the question set.



 

Sticky Note

Very superficial reference to the views of Madu Kishwar.
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Sticky Note

Within the answer as a whole there is satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. Most of the views given are supported satisfactorily by reasoning and evidence. However to attain the higher bands it needs to be more focused on the question set.
The answer is given B3 - 15












Sticky Note

Introduction needed to present the issue that is being discussed.



Sticky Note

This is irrelevant to the focus of the question.







Sticky Note

Valid point made but needs to be developed further in the context of change within Hinduism and to what extent this could be related to the influence of feminism. It could also be debated to what extent Indira Gandhi was a feminist.



Sticky Note

As it stands this is irrelevant to the question but could be developed into a valid point.







Sticky Note

There is very little discussion on the nature of feminism and references to the views Hindu feminists.



Sticky Note

There is some valid analysis and a basic attempt to justify the views given. There is limited use of scholarly views. It is a partially accurate response with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.
The answer is given B2 - 10
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Unit 3 Option E – A Study of Hinduism 


Section A questions test your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


Section B questions test your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


Section B


Answer two questions from this section.


[30]
3. ‘Feminism has little influence on Hinduism.’


Evaluate this view. 


END OF PAPER


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Section B questions   30 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


 
 


(25-30 
marks) 


 


 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in context. 


 Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied (within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Thorough and accurate  use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 


4 
 


 


 
(19-24 
marks) 


 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 


 Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 
(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 


 


3 
 


 


 
(13-18 


marks) 


 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been addressed. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context. 


 Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 


(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 


2 
 


 


 
(7-12 


marks) 


 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are  identified and partially addressed. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason and/or evidence. 


 Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought, appropriately and in context. 


 Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 
(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Some mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 


1 
 


 


 
(1-6 


marks) 


 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 


 Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 


(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication.  
 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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5. ‘Ramakrishna’s greatest contribution was in the development of Hinduism as a world 
religion.’ 


 
 Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points should 
be credited.  


 


 Many would argue that he promoted Hinduism as a world religion of equal status 
through his belief in the harmony of all religions. To Ramakrishna all religions 
were the revelation of God. This was a radical departure from the ideologies of 
the Brahmo Samaj and Arya Samaj. Ramakrishna sincerely expressed his desire to 
bring a synthesis of all religions. He considered the religions like Islam and 
Christianity as different paths or means to achieve the same goal.He had studied 
Qur’an and Bible and had clearly understood the essence and inner values of Islam 
and Christianity. According to him all creeds and faiths are based" on the universal 
idea of oneness of God and religions are important factors to foster the sense of unity 


among the people. He did not say that all the religions are the same. He 
recognized differences among religions but showed that, in spite of these 
differences, all religions lead to the same ultimate goal, and hence they are all 
valid and true. Thererfore the spiritual cosmopolitanism of Ramakrishna put 
Hinduism on the world stage as a major religion. 


 


 However many Hindus would argue that Ramakrishna’s greatest contribution was 
his mystical emphasis on the possibility of having direct experience of 
transcendent Reality. He enabled people to gain or regain faith in God in the face 
of challenges by atheism, materialism and scientific thinking. As Mahatma 
Gandhi has stated: “His (Ramakrishna’s) life enables us to see God face to face. 
No one can read the story of his life without being convinced that God alone is 
real and that all else is an illusion.” 


 


 Others would refer to his contribution in bridging the gap between ancient and 
modern. He showed that traditional ideals could be followed and realized in 
modern life. 


 


 Many would refer to his contribution to modern morality through his emphasis on 
truthfulness and renunciation of lust and greed. 


 


 Another of his contributions which some would argue was his greatest is his 
elevation of love from the level of emotions to the level of the unity of all Selves in 
God. Although the principle of oneness of the Supreme Self and its immanence in 
all beings is a central point in the Upanishads, it was seldom applied in practical 
life. Sri Ramakrishna saw the Divine in his wife, in his disciples, in others, even in 
fallen women, and treated them all with respect. 


 


 Candidates could also make reference to  his influence on Vivekanda. 
 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 


  












Sticky Note

Concise introduction which sets out clearly the issue for discussion.



Sticky Note

Valid point made and supported by extensive detailed reasoning and evidence.



Sticky Note

Views of scholars are considered extensively.







Sticky Note

Valid argument presented and supported by evidence.



Sticky Note

Valid and thoughtful argument that is focused on the issue raised by the question set.







Sticky Note

There is a confident and critical analysis of the issue and a perceptive evaluation.







Sticky Note

Excellent use of sources of authority to support arguments presented.







Sticky Note

The response is excellent in terms of coherence, clarity and organisation. The answer successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the question set. It could be argued that at times there is a tendency to focus too much on Vivekananda and not Ramakrishna.
The answer is given B5 - 25
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Unit 3 Option E – A Study of Hinduism 


Section A questions test your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


Section B questions test your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


Section B


Answer two questions from this section.


[30]


5. ‘‘Ramakrishna’s greatest contribution was in the development of Hinduism as a
world religion.’
Evaluate this view.


END OF PAPER


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.











